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CANADA  Af  D  THE  EMPIRE 


Sfittkit  Ditvurti  hy 
Tki  Hon.  Sis  ARTHUR  LAWLEY,  G.L  S.I.,  G.C.I.E. 


My  Lokdi  and  Gehtleuin: 

ON  behalf  ol  my  fellow  travellert  I  beg  to  eipreu  mjr 
bett  thtnlu  to  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  for  the  charming 
manner  in  which  he  proposed  thia  toatt,  and  tr  you 
gentlemen  for  the  generoui  reception  which  it  was  accorded  at 
your  i;andi.  I  understand  that  the  majority  of  thoie  fitting 
around  thii  table  are  Canadian-bom  men  whoie  homci  and 
livet  and  honour  are  fatt  Vound  to  their  native  toil.  Many 
of  them  take  a  dittinguiahed  and  honourable  part  (none  more 
•o  than  the  propoaer  of  thii  toait)  in  the  wlie  and  lagacioui, 
and,  I  may  add,  the  unfettered  control  of  the  deitinies  of  Canada; 
and  I  eateem  their  pretence  here  to-day  a>  a  great  compliment 
to  ourselv  £:,  and  an  indication  that  our  viiit  ii  not  unwelcome. 
I  tuppoie  that  there  ii  hardly  a  loul  in  the  room  who  ii  leii  qual- 
ified than  myielf  to  speak  of  Canadian  affaira  from  peraonal 
knowledge.  My  acquaintance  ii  that  of  a  few  hours  only, 
and  it  would  be  an  impertinence  if  I  were  to  haurd  an  ezpteasion 
of  opinion,  far  less  criticism,  on  Canadian  conditions,  whttttr 
physical,  political,  or  economic.  But  this  I  can  say,  that  there 
is  not  one  of  our  party  who  doca  v  t  rejoice  to  find  himself 
in  the  Capital  of  Canada,  not  one  who  dots  not  look  forward 
eagerly  to  see  for  himself  and  to  learn  something  of  the  illimit- 
able resources  of  C«.  Jida — not  through  books  and  papers 
darkly  but  actually  face  to  face.  There  is  not  one  of  ut  who 
doi-s  not  s'aare  in  your  gratification  in  the  prospects  of  an 
a  dant  harvest  and  your  high  hopes  of  greater  prosperity 
in  the  years  that  are  to  come.  I  think  we  come  in  a  season 
of  happy  omen. 
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Only  at  thr  beginning  of  liit  month  it  w«»  my  privilege 
«•  •  member  of  the  Colonial  Inititutr  to  welcome  Mr.Borden 
on  hit  arrival  and  hear  hit  firit  iptech  in  the  heart  of  London. 
In  limple  yet  itirring  language  he  told  ui  of  the  development 
of  this  country;  of  the  great  taak  undertaken  by  the  two  racci— 
working  hand  in  hand — and  carried  by  them  in  the  face  of  great 
difficultiea  to  a  magnificent  coniummation.  He  forcihadowed 
the  marvelloui  poHibilitiei  of  the  future  with  the  inevitable 
accretion  of  wealth  unmeaiured.  He  arouied  our  lympathiet 
by  the  portrayal  of  the  growth  of  national  lentimcnt  and 
patriotiim  in  the  hearts  of  the  Canadian  people,  above  all 
by  the  menage  which  the  Canadian  nation  hai  lent  to  the 
Motherland  by  the  mouth  of  her  chosen  ministers.  That  message 
has  stirred  the  heart  of  every  Englishman,  however  insular, 
however  unemotional  and  self-centred  he  might  be.  I 
venture  to  hope  and  believe  that  Mr.  Borden  and  his  colleagues 
when  they  have  all  returned  will  not  have  reason  to  complain 
of  the  welcome  which  it  was  our  desire  in  the  Old  Country 
to  extend  to  them.  It  was  no  perfunctory  recognition  of  the 
official  position  which  they  hold,  however  distinguished  it 
may  be,  and  was  no  mere  formal  outward  act  of  ceremony. 
It  was  the  handgrip  of  kinsmen  and  fellow  citizens  of  Empire, 
of  comrades  in  the  ranks  of  a  mighty  host,  bearing  aloft  the 
banner  of  peace,  progress  and  civilization  to  the  remotest 
confines  of  the  greatest  Empire  upon  earth. 

I  am  no  disciple  of  blatant  Imperialism,  but  I  am  not  one 
of  those  to  whom  the  word  "Empire"  sends  a  shiver  down  the 
back.  As  our  generous  host  in  his  characteristically  generous 
fashion  has  told  you,  it  has  been  my  privilege  for  the  past  six- 
teen years  to  serve  my  country  in  various  capacities  and  various 
continents.  In  January  last  I  left  India,  and  after  travelling 
leisurely  through  East  Africa,  Uganda,  and  South  Africa,  I 
found  myself  in  London  a  few  weeks  ago,  after  over  six  years 
o.'  absence.  To-day  my  foot  is  on  Canadian  soil,  so  that  this 
is  the  fourth  continent  in  which  I  find  myself  within  a  year. 
I  hope  that  I  shall  not  seem  to  you  arrogant  if  I  claim  to  have 
some  slight  inkling,  some  dim  appreciation,  of  the  full  significance 


CAf/.:DA     iND    THE    E.VPI//E 


Do  you  remember  how  Lord  Ro 


of  the  word  "Empire." 
brry  ipeiki  of  it  *■ 

"An  Empire  huilt  not  by  Si,.iti  or  AngeU,  but  by 
the  work  of  men  .  hands,  cemented  with  men't  honeit 
blood,  and  in  a  world  of  teari;  not  without  the  taint 
and  reproach  incidental  to  all  hum'n  work,  but 
conitructed  on  the  whole  with  great  ind  iplendid 
purpoie." 

That  ii  not  1  think  a  bad  definition.  And  the  belt  that  I  can 
wiih  for  Canada  ii  that  her  loni  s  ,iild  have  an  even  wider 
conception  of  the  minion  of  Empire  and  an  ever  cloicr  parti- 
cipation in  it!  work.  Ju»t  at  present  there  is  1  know  a  disposition 
to  consider  the  question  of  closer  organic  union  only  from  the 
standpoint  of  external  d.  .  nee.  And  indeed  it  is  not  I'lrprising 
if  this  should  be  so.  I  l^^t  at  Europe  and  I  seo  one  vast  armed 
camp.  I  see  the  greatest  military  power  on  the  continent, 
which  is  rr  the  same  time  the  second  greatest  naval  lower  of 
the  world,  straining  every  nerve,  making  jvery  possible  sacrifice 
to  increase  her  efficiency  as  a  fightinf  machine  And  when 
I  reflect  that  all  this  effort  is  being  ide  for  no  ostensible 
reason  or  visible  purpose,  I  find  it  in  sible  in  spite  of  what 
has  been  said  this  afternoon  by  other  speakers,  to  escape  the 
conviction  that  at  any  moment  England  may  find  herself  em- 
barked in  a  St:  nggle  of  colossal  magnitude  in  which  '  t  very 
existence  as  a  nation  may  be  at  stake. 

I  will  not  insult  your  intelligence  by  asking  whet  ..  you 
have  ever  considered  what  a  paralyzing  effect  upon  Canada 
any  continental  war  must  be,  however  brief  its  duration  and 
whatever  its  issue. 

I  look  at  Asia,  aud  along  the  rim  of  the  Eastern  world  I 
see  millions  and  millions  of  dark  twinkling  eyes  watching, 
watching — like  molten  masses  within  the  crater  of  a  vast  vol- 
cano ready  at  any  moment  to  pour  forth  in  fire  and  frenzy  and 
utter  devastation.  But  with  the  manner  of  our  kind,  we  heed 
it  not.  "The  thing,"  we  say,  "is  but  a  Yellow  Phantom." 
It  is  so  much  more  comfortable  to  prattle  of  the  era  of  universal 
peace  upon  which  we  are  about  to  enter.  We  flatter  ourselves 
that  mankind  has  shed  his  primitive  instincts  and  thrown 
away  his  combative  propensities  as  a  snake  sloughs  its  skin. 
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We  argue  that  in  tbii  twentieth  century  of  civilization  the  day 
hab  gone  by  for  the  nationt  of  Europe  to  tubmit  queitiont 
of  national  honor  to  the  arbitrament  of  the  «word.  But 
deep  down  in  our  own  contciousneii  we  know  full  well  that  the 
mott  potent  factor  for  peace  in  the  (ituation  to-day  is 
the  British  Navy.  And  paradoxical  though  it  may  seem, 
the  more  we  augment  Its  power  as  an  engine  of  offence,  the 
more  do  we  increase  its  efficacy  as  an  instrument  for  the  main- 
tenance of  peace  in  the  world.  But  I  do  not  wish  to  dwell 
on  questions  of  armaments  and  navies  this  afternoon.  I 
would  rather  say  a  word  as  to  other  "great  and  splendid  pui^ 
poses  of  Empire." 

If  time  allowed  I  would  like  to  take  you  by  the  hand  and  can- 
ter with  you  through  the  great  self-governing  Dominions  to 
show  you  how,  working  out  their  own  salvation  with  no  inter- 
ference from  the  Mother  Country,  they  are  moving  along  differ- 
ent lines  of  policy  in  such  matters  as  customs,  naturalization, 
and,  which  is  of  far  greater  import,  the  treatment  of  the  various 
native  races  within  their  borders,  as  well  as  the  immigration 
of  Asiatics  and  Indians.  But  this  would  take  me  far  too  long. 
And  yet  there  is  one  matter  in  which  I  have  been  personally 
associated  and  of  which  I  would  like  to  say  a  few  words,  and 
that  is  the  Government  of  India. 

It  is  sometimes  said  that  the  Government  of  India  and  the 
adjustment  of  the  relations  between  the  East  and  West  do 
not  come  within  the  purview  of  Canadian  interests,  but  in  this 
I  cannot  agree.  To-day  India  is  second  in  the  matter  of  popu- 
lation and  fifth  in  the  matter  of  wealth  amongst  the  nations 
of  the  world.  And  yet  India  is  hardly  a  nation  at  all,  but  a 
great  congeries  of  peoples  of  multitudinous  races,  creeds,  and 
castes,  differing  widely  in  type,  in  language,  in  religion,  and 
in  degrees  of  civilization.  We  found  India  convulsed  by  incessant 
warfare,  deluged  by  a  ceaseless  stream  of  anarchy,  bloodshed, 
and  crime;  we  have  given  her  the  benefits  of  universal  peace. 
We  found  her  people  a  prey  to  injustice,  cc.ruption  and  oppress- 
ion; we  have  given  them  a  pure  judiciary,  and  justice  between 
man  and  man.  We  have  given  them  the  ablest,  most  upright, 
the  most  devoted  civil  service  that  the  world  has  ever  seen. 
We  have  undertaken  vast  public  w^rks  in  the  way  of  railways, 
and  roads  and  systems  of  irrigation.  By  this  latter  we  have 
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uved  mUliont  of  human  livu,  and  to^ay,  thanlu  thereto  and 
to  a  aagacioui  organization,  we  can  fight  famine  as  we  codld 
sever  fight  it  before.  The  land  i>  dotted  with  hotpitali  and 
echoola  and  all  of  what  I  may  call  the  "plant"  of  higher  civiliz- 
ation. In  all  way>  we  are  seeking  to  restrain  and  push  back 
the  encroachment  of  ignorance  and  poverty,  and  disease,  and 
sin,  and  to  raise  the  people  to  a  higher  standard  of  life.  During 
the  past  fifty  years  in  spite  of  famine,  plague,  and  cholera, 
and  other  ills  to  which  oriental  flesh  is  heir,  the  population 
has  increased  from  150,000,000  to  320,000,000,  and  that  is  one- 
fifth  of  the  whole  human  race.  It  is  a  great  work,  and  in  only 
a  less  degree  the  same  work  is  going  on  in  Egypt,  the  Straits, 
East  Africa,  and  other  places.  And  the  work  must  go  on! 
We  have  put  our  hand  to  the  plough  and  we  cannot  look  back. 
If  we  were  to  withdraw  from  India  to-morrow  we  should  only 
fling  her  back  into  the  welter  of  bloodshed  and  crime  from  which 
we  rescued  her  long  ago.  It  would  be  the  betrayal  of  the  noblest 
taek  which  was  ever  committed  to  a  people! 

Apart  too  from  any  question  of  the  abrogation  of  our  moral 
duties  to  India,  her  loss  would  be  a  vital  blow,  for  India  is  the 
strategic  centre  of  the  Indian  and  Pacific  Oceans;  and  with 
her  loss  all  the  vast  region  over  which  we  now  hold  sway,  from 
the  Mediterranean  to  New  Zealand,  and  from  Hong  Kong  to 
Capetown,  must  inevitably  fall  away. 

And  with  that  what  would  be  Australia's  fatef  Australasia 
as  no  doubt  you  know,  has  an  area  equal  to  that  of  Europe, 
with  a  population  which  does  not  exceed  that  of  London.  She 
is  surrounded  by  Asiatic  nations  with  a  population  which  is 
three  times  that  of  the  whole  of  Europe.  It  is  inevitable  that 
with  our  loss  of  India,  Australia  would  pass  under  the  tenure 
of  another  race  and  our  great  dynasty  would  crumble  into  ashes. 
But  we  cannot  abandon  our  work  in  India  and  the  East.  It 
is  the  "white  man's  burden"  and  the  day,  thank  God,  has  not 
yet  dawned  when  we  may  dare  to  lay  it  down!  For  it  is  a 
noble  work,  not  unworthy  of  the  best  traditions  of  our  race, 
and  one  in  which  no  member  of  the  Empire  need  disdain  to  take 
a  share.  Until  only  the  other  day  England  was  bearing  this 
burden  quite  alone.  But  if  I  do  not  read  the  signs  of  the  times 
amiss,  there  has  come  into  Canada  with  the  sense  of  nationhood, 
a  sense  also  of  national  responsibility.     Over  the  Atlantic  has 
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gone  forth  the  meaitge  to  the  Motherland  from  her  children 
overseaa,  claiming  their  right  to  share  in  the  burden  of  the  Em- 
pire. And  what  will  the  answer  bef  Is  it  not  written  in  the 
book  of  the  Seven  Seas? 

"Look  I  have  made  you  a  place  and  opened  widehhe  doon, 
That  you  may  talk  together,  your  Barom  and  Coundllors, 
Ward*  of  the  outer  march,  Lords  of  the  lower  ieas. 
Ay'  talk  to  your  grey  mother  that  bore  you  on  her  kneea. 
Also  we  will  make  promise.  So  long  as  the  Blood  endura 
I  shall  know  that  your  good  is  mine,  ye  shall  feel  that  my 

strength  is  yours, 
In  the  day  of  Armageddon,  at  the  last  great  fight  of  all. 
That  our  House  sunds  together  and  the  pillars  do  not  fall." 


[  mmipet,  StpUmbir  a,  iftt  ] 


My  LoaDS  and  Gentlemen: 

T  THANK  you  sincerely  for  the  kind  wiihes  conveyed  in 
■■•  the  toa«t  which  has  just  been  so  cordially  received,  and 
I  assure  you  that  we  reciprocate  those  wishes  most  warmly. 

We  do  well,  methinks,  to  be  here! 

It  is  good  to  feel  one's  pulse  stirred  by  the  romping  vitality 
of  the  Golden  West  and  the  magnetism  of  exuberant  confidence 
which  seem  to  permeate  all  things,  even  to  impregnate  the 
very  air  which  one  breathes.  And  good  it  is  to  see  the  treasures 
of  nature's  storehouse  in  this  land  which  you  are  wisely  exploiting 
with  no  little  advantage  to  yourselves.  I  rejoice  to  see  some- 
thing of  this  wonderful  Canada  of  yours  of  which  you  may 
justly  be  proud.  And  I  think  we  do  well  to  be  here  under  the 
auspices  of  Mr.  Arthur  Grenfell.  It  is  ray  privilege  to  count 
him  amongst  my  oldest  and  best  friends,  and  I  may  truly  say 
of  him  that  he  is  not  only  a  stout-hearted  Englishman  but  also 
a  good  Canadian.  You  will  say  that  in  the  light  of  British 
Citizenship  the  one  is  a  corollary  of  the  other.  I  do  not  demur. 
But  do  not  let  us  stop  there.  Some  philosopher  has  said  that 
he  is  the  best  citizen  who  makes  two  blades  of  grass  grow  where 
only  one  grew  before.  Mr.  Arthur  Grenfell  has  done  far  more 
for  the  Dominion  than  this! 

There  are  moments  when  the  pride  of  race  is  strong  in  a 
man.  And  such  a  moment  came  to  me  last  week  when  I  stood 
in  the  power-house  at  the  Soo  and  looked  round  on  all  the 
vast  enterprise  which  is  growing  there  under  his  hand.  He  has 
harnessed  the  elements;  he  has  laid  hold  of  the  inert  masses 
which  lie  hidden  in  nature's  womb  that  he  may  mould  them  to 
the  purposes  of  man.  With  courage  and  imagination  he  is 
leading  a  band  of  men  possessing  high  intellectual  and  scientific 
attainments  in  the  pursuance  of  a  work  which  will  not  only 
find  employment  for  many  a  man,  and  thus  lay  the  foundation 
of  many  a  Canadian  home,  but  will  also  add  greatly  to  the 
convenience,  the  progress  and  the  wealth  of  the  Canadian  people. 
Thus  be  is  proving  himself  a  good  Canadian;  and  I  am  sure 
I  am  only  voicing  the  sentiments  of  all   here  when  I  express 
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th<  {ervent  hope  that  hit  work  may  piotper  abundantly  and 
be  carried  to  a  triumphantly  (ucceiiful  iuue. 

If  I  may  itrike  a  penonal  note  I  may  lay  that  I  have  been 
atked  often  why  I  have  come  to  Canada.  I  have  not  formulated 
any  precise  aniwer  yet;  but  my  coming  is  no  surprise  to  myself. 

For  tome  sixteen  years  I  have  been  privileged  to  be  a  humble 
labourer  in  Australia,  South  Africa,  and  India,  that  the  work 
of  Empire  might  go  on.  That  is  work  which  seems  to  grip  a 
man,  and  there  have  been  times  when  I  have  wondered  whether 
!  wa*  really  more  of  an  Englishman  than  an  Australian  or  a 
South  African,  and  it  seems  to  me  the  most  natural  thing  in 
the  world  that  I  should  find  myself  in  another  integral  part 
(and  a  very  glorious  part)  of  the  Great  Imperial  Organization 
in  which  you  and  I  are  privileged  to  claim  a  Common  Member- 
ship. I  feel  that  this  is  not  a  Strang"  land  that  I  am  in!  That 
it  no  doubt  due  in  great  measure  u>  the  courtesy  and  considera- 
tion shown  to  us  on  all  sides  and  the  cordial  and  generous 
welcome  which  we  have  received.  But  at  the  tame  time  I  am 
all  abroad  in  my  endeavour  to  realize  the  vastnett  of  all  thingt 
about  me — the  tcale  on  which  nature  hat  laid  out  her  plant 
and  carried  out  her  detignt;  the  tcale  on  which  man  movet  in 
hit  ideat  and  hit  workt;  the  scale  on  which  Canada  is  building 
herself  up  as  a  nation.  Pleaie  do  not  think  from  this  that  I  am 
about  to  embark  on  a  dissertation  on  Canadian  affairs.  I 
refrain  from  any  such  impertinence! 

But  there  are  one  or  two  matters  of  which  I  would  like  to 
speak  which,  if  not  of  immediate  concern  to  Canada,  will,  if 
I  mistake  not,  be  of  no  little  interest  to  her  before  long. 

Last  May  I  found  myself  in  London  after  many  yeart 
abtencc  with  leiture  to  eat  the  bread  of  idleness  and  to  take 
stock  of  my  country  and  my  countrymen. 

1  am  startled  at  the  changes  on  all  tidet.  I  am  impretted 
with  the  restlessness  of  all  daises.  I  am  sensible  that  great 
tocial  and  induttrial  movements  are  astir.  I  am  especially 
impretted  by  the  wonderful  evidence  in  all  directions  of  the 
wealth  of  England — tide  by  tide,  I  know,  with  great  poverty 
and  widetpread  degradation  of  life — very  awful  but  not  1  hope 
irremediable.  If  I  dwell  on  the  marvellout  manifestation  of 
wealth,  on  the  amazing  proiperity  in  trade  and  business  of  every 
kind — it  is  not  in  any  boasting  spirit,  but  because  the  enormous 
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retourcM  which  England  hat  at  her  command  are  an  element 
of  great  strength  to  her  in  the  Coundlf  of  the  nation!,  and 
jutt  now  England  hai  need  to  be  strong.  For  when  I  look 
across  the  Straiu  of  Dover,  over  that  little  silver  streak  which 
has  meant  so  much  to  us  as  a  nation — when  I  look  at  Europe, 
I  see  the  marshalling  of  battalions — not  in  tens  nor  hundreds 
but  in  thousands — drilling  marching  and  manoeuvring — I  see 
a  ceaseless  and  strenuous  activity  in  every  arsenal  and  dockyard — 
a  prodigious  expenditure  of  time  and  money  and  intellect  on 
fleeu  and  armamenu.  Is  this  a  tim-,  I  ask  myself,  for  us  to 
lull  ourselves  to  sleep  with  drowsy  murmurs  of  a  world-wide 
peace  f  Is  this  the  moment  for  us  to  pretend  that  the  throb  of 
the  war-drum  and  the  thunder  of  the  guns  are  but  echoes  of  a 
dead  past,  and  thst  the  menace  to  our  position  as  the  leading 
naval  power  of  the  world  is  but  a  myth — a  bogey  to  frighten 
children  in  the  dark? 

I  can  conceive  of  no  more  criminal  folly,  no  greater  dere- 
liction of  duty,  than  to  lay  such  flattering  unction  to  our  souls. 
But  if  I  discern  the  true  temper  of  our  people  I  need  have  no 
such  fear.  If  I  correctly  gauge  England's  attitude  of  mind  in 
the  face  of  the  momentou'  development  in  Europe  it  is  this, 
that  while  she  may  accept  as  inevitable  attempts  to  encroach 
on  her  commercial  supremacy  and  the  entry  of  rivals  in  the 
markets  of  the  world,  she  is  resolved  to  put  beyond  all  doubt — 
so  far  as  it  lies  within  the  power  of  human  agency  to  predispose 
such  issues — the  question  of  her  supremacy  at  sea. 

England's  temper  to-day  is  that  no  challenge  of  he'  naval 
supremacy  shall  find  her  unprepared  to  meet  it,  that  no  sacrifice 
is  too  great,  that  no  expenditure  is  too  onerous,  to  secure  the  main- 
tenance of  her  superiority  at  sea. — In  no  spirit  of  militarism, 
nor  for  any  aggressive  purpose,  nor  for  any  ambitious  schemes 
of  self  aggrandisement,  but  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  noblest 
mission  of  our  Race,  and  that  is  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
Peace  of  the  World.  For  this  insurance  England  is  able  and 
willing  to  pay  the  full  premium;  and  if  need  he  she  will  pay  it 
in  the  future  as  she  has  paid  it  in  the  past  ungrudgingly,  un- 
complainingly and  alone.  To  my  thinking  there  are  compensa- 
tions in  the  very  incidence  of  the  taxation.  I  deplore,  as  greatly 
as  any  man,  the  expenditure  of  millions  yearly  on  the  construc- 
tion of  battleships  and  other  impedimenta  of  war  which  are  in 
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themielvei  economically  unremunerative,  but  I  believe  thit 
the  material  thingi  of  life  are  not  all  that  God  has  revealed  to 
man,  and  in  the  very  lacrifice  made  I  lee  a  itrengthening  of 
the  moral  fibre  of  the  nation.  Thi«,  you  may  say,  ii  a  fantaitic 
notion  in  which  caie  I  will  point  out  that  there  it  material 
•atiifaction  to  be  gained  in  contemplating  the  work  which  bat 
been  done  in  the  past  and  is  being  done  to-day  by  the  Navy 
of  Great  Britain.  Take  Australia  and  New  Zealand;  In  area 
they  are  equal  to  Europe,  in  population  equal  to  London.  These 
small  communities  have  scattered  themselves  over  a  vast  territory 
without  any  thought  of  molestation  from  without— free  to  build 
up  their  own  institutions  and  inspire  them  with  the  spirit  of 
extreme  democracy.  Felling  their  timber,  winning  their  gold, 
shearing  their  sheep,  sending  their  merchandise  over  every 
sea  and  into  every  port  without  any  thought  of  menace  or 
peril  save  those  of  wind  and  wave.  In  Northern  Australia  you 
have  an  enormous  territory  practically  untouched  and  un- 
traversed,  a  tropical  region,  which  the  white  man  has  left  alone, 
but  one  in  which  a  brown  or  yellow  race  could  live  to  the  number 
of  many  millions  and  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  the  earth  in 
abundance.  But  Australia  has  cried  "Hands  off,"  and  no 
coloured  race  may  dare  to  enter — not  because  of  Australia's 
mandate  but  because  behind  Australia  lie  the  ships  of  England's 
Navy.  Round  Australia  are  Asiatic  nations  numbering  three 
times  the  population  of  Europe.  Eliminate  the  Navy  and  how 
long  think  you  would  it  be  before  Australia  would  hav.'  passed 
under  the  domination  of  an  Eastern  Race.' 

Only  a  decade  ago  our  Navy  enabled  us  to  carry  on  a  war 
in  South  Africa  six  thousand  miles  from  our  base  in  such  fashion 
that  the  problem  of  transportation  was  comparatively  easy  of 
solution.  To-day,  in  South  .\fr'ca,  we  see  two  races — who  were 
recently  at  one  another's  throats— working  hand  in  hand  and 
working  successfully  under  the  sheltering  arm  of  England  to 
carry  their  country  to  a  degree  of  material  prosperity  hitherto 
undreamed  of  in  that  continent.  In  North  America  the  mere 
existence  of  the  British  Navy  has  enabled  you  to  concentrate 
all  your  thoughts,  all  your  energies,  all  your  talents  on  your 
own  material  development  without  any  fears  of  external  attack. 
Without  any  interference  in  the  enjoyment  of  Canadian  autonomy 
you  have  been  free  to  build  up  your  own  institutions,  to  develop 
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the  reiourcet  with  which  you  have  been  by  mture  laviihly 
endowed,  to  make  your  own  commercinl  arrangements,  and  to 
dictate  the  termi  on  which  member!  of  other  Racei  ihali  enter 
in  and  people  this  vast  Dominion.  Your  growth  as  a  nation 
has  been  rapid,  vigorous  and  robust.  But  it  has  been  hitherto 
a  sheltered  growth.  Now  has  come  the  quickening  of  a  national 
spirit — a  sense  of  national  self  respect  and  desire  to  assume 
national  responsibility,  and  heartily  do  I  rejoice  thereat  not  only 
that  Canada  may  share  in  our  naval  policy  but  also  in  those 
questions  of  policy — many  of  them  of  great  gravity — which  are 
common  to  all  the  self-governing  Dominions.  I  will  touch  on 
one  only  and  that  is  the  adjustment  of  the  relations  between 
East  and  West  between  the  white  and  coloured  Races,  which 
is  a  question  In  world  politics  coming  very  rapidly  to  the  front. 
You  have  laid  down  your  own  policy  regarding  Asiatic  immigra- 
tion and  spoken  with  no  uncertain  voice.  Australia  has  declared 
for  an  absolutely  white  Australia.  In  the  Straits  Settlements 
you  find  a  heterogeneous  population,  including  a  large  and 
rapidly  growing  number  of  Chinese  all  free  to  come  and  go  as 
they  please.  In  East  Africa  white  settlers  are  coming  in  to 
find  a  great  number  of  different  indigenous  tribes  established  in 
huge  native  locations,  and  in  the  coastal  territories  a  mixed 
breed  in  which  the  Arab  type  is  general,  and  on  top  of  all  this  a 
practically  uulimited  flow  of  Indians  all  over  the  country  right 
up  to  the  border  of  the  Congo.  In  South  Africa  again  you  have 
an  enormous  negro  population  in  all  degrees  of  civilization — 
some  in  some  parts  enjoying  the  franchise  and  rights  of  citizen- 
ship, some  in  other  parts  excluded  therefrom  entirely — in  one 
region  you  find  Indian  labour  eagerly  sought  for  and  encouraged, 
in  another  region  resolutely  forbidden  and  the  colour  bar  insisted 
on  with  a  vindictiveness  almost  amounting  to  persecution. 
Then  there  is  India  herself  keenly  alive  to  the  ignominy  with 
which  Indians  (though  accredited  in  England  and  India  with 
full  rights  of  citizenship)  are  subjected  in  the  self-governing 
Dominions — full  of  bitter  resentment  and  indignant  protest 
against  the  humiliation  to  which  they  are  submitted  merely 
because  they  are  Indians. 

Hasn't  the  time  comt  for  some  co-ordination  of  policy?  for 
the  statesmen  in  the  various  Dominions  and  dependencies  and 
colonies  who  have  had  to  tackle  the  problem  on  the  spot  to 
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com* 'together  and  devite  tome  logical  nnd  uniform  line  of  action 
which  ihall  not  be  in  conflict  with  local  lentiment  and  yet  not 
add  unnecetiarily  to  the  difficultiei  of  the  Government  of 
India?  For  India  ii  the  linch  pin  of  the  Imperial  coach.  Re- 
move it  and  our  Eaitern  Empire  would  founder  and  lie  helpleta 
and  derelict  at  the  mercy  of  our  foe*.  If  you  doubt  It  take  the 
mapt  It  needa  no  military  expert  to  point  out  to  you  that 
India  it  the  strategic  centre  of  the  Indian  and  Pacific  Oceana, 
and  that  if  England  is  to  remain  an  Empire  at  all  she  mutt 
hold  India  with  her  latest  breath.  But  it  is  not  for  strategical 
reasons  alone  that  we  must  remain  in  India. 

There  is  to  my  thinking  no  task  to  which  a  man  can  put 
hit  hand  more  noble  than  that  of  administration,  and  of  all 
the  pages  on  which  are  inscribed  the  records  of  our  hittory 
none  are  brighter  than  those  whereon  is  writ  the  story  of  British 
Rule  in  India.  It  has  been  made  recently  the  subject  of  hostile 
criticism  but  these  are  days  of  disparagement  when  our  every 
act  it  subjected  to  intense  scrutiny  under  the  strongest  micro- 
scope. But  put  down  the  microscope  and  stand  back  from  the 
canvas  and  you  will  see  a  picture  good  to  look  on. 

Travel  through  India  and  as  you  move  northward  you  will 
find  the  country  scarred  with  rains — vast  cities  standing  broken 
and  shattered  and  rent  in  pieces;  shreds  of  palaces  and  temples; 
wrecks  of  ancient  dynasties,  which  have  been  brought  to  their 
knees  by  powers  mightier  than  they  and  humbled  to  the  dust. 
There  they  stand  and  have  stood,  some  a  hundred,  some  a  thou- 
sand years,  milestones  on  the  down  road  which  the  centuries 
have  passed,  all  telling  the  same  story  of  the  storm  track  of  war, 
with  all  its  hideous  accessories  of  bloodshed  and  devastation; 
of  rapine  and  lust  and  crime.  To-day  from  the  snow-clad 
ranges  of  the  Himalayas  to  the  sweltering  reaches  of  the  Cbro- 
mandel  Coast  the  land  is  wrapt  in  univ«;rsal  Peace.  The  pages 
of.  Indian  history  in  the  past  are  one  dreary  record  of  corruption, 
dishonesty  and  intrigue  of  oppression  and  injustice;  the  tyranny 
of  the  strong  against  the  weak.  To-day  between  all  races  and 
sects  and  creeds  the  scales  are  held  evenly  and  equally  for 
all,  and  slowly  British  standards  of  truth  and  justice  and  honor 
are  coming  to  prevail.  By  roads  and  railways  and  irrigation; 
by  hospitals  and  schools;  and  by  all  the  impedimenta  of  a  christian 
civilization  wc  are  fighting  the  ogres  of  famine  and  plague,  of 
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ignorance  ind  rin,  lo  that  in  fifty  yean  the  population  hai  in- 
V  Taied  Irom  IJO  to  ]10  milliont  of  people — one  fifth  of  the  whole 
human  race — and  for  them  ilowly  but  aurely  the  itandard  of  life 
it  being  raited. 

For  India's  take  the  work  muit  ;u  on.  We  cannot  abandon 
India  and  leave  her  defenceleu  againit  henelf  to  fall  back 
into  the  ilou^h  of  deipond  from  which  long  ago  we  helped  her 
to  emerge.  Mo  leii  it  thit  the  caie  in  Egypt  and  our  other 
Eattem  dependenciei.  The  ctuie  of  hum«nity  callt  ui  forward 
and  we  cannot  go  back  without  humiliation  and  ditgrace.  Such 
an  eventuality  it  unthinkable. 

I  tpoke  jutt  now  of  the  quickening  of  the  Canadian  national 
tpirit  which  hat  found  expretiion  in  your  claim  to  there  with 
the  Motherland  not  only  in  her  naval  policy  but  alto  in  the 
guidance  and  control  of  thote  eventi  which  lead  up  to  decitiont 
of  peace  or  war.  Soon  I  hope  it  will  be  yourt  to  claim  a  'uller 
participation  in  tuch  work  of  empire  at  that  of  which  I  have 
tried  to  give  tome  faint  outline  to-night.  It  may  mean  tome 
demand  on  your  labour,  tome  renunciation  of  matehal  advantage, 
tome  tubordinttion  of  telf,  whether  of  the  ttat.:  or  of  the  in- 
dividual, but  the  caute  it  not  an  ignoble  one,  the  goal  it  worth 
the  winning!  And  the  reward  ?  Shall  we  not  find  it  in  the 
thought  that  we  have  played  tome  little  part  in  bringing  the 
humbler  denizent  of  Empire,  the  dowacait  and  degraded, 
the  hapleti,  helplett  victimi  of  barbariim  and  injuttice  and 
wrong,  to  the  conception  of  a  higher  civilization?  Shall  we 
not  find  it  in  the  thought  that  we  have  done  tome  little  thing 
to  weld  more  dotely  the  bondt  of  Britith  citizenihip,  and  thut 
ttrengthen  the  bulwarkt  of  our  Empire? 
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